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Dear Members 

As I write this message, I am reflecting on our conference earlier this month at the Reunion 

Resort in Kissimmee, FL.  We had a great turn out and 16 new attendees.  We also had 

tremendous support from our vendors (which are listed on the NN2Stong.com webpage).  

We were pleased to be able to honor two long-time NN2 members at the Thursday luncheon 

(see article in the newsletter) and we are grateful to announce that the 2020 NN2 confer-

ence will be held again at the Reunion Resort on September 30 – October 2.  Members 

seem to love the amenities at the Reunion Resort and many colleges sent multiple people, 

because of the 2 and 3 bedrooms villas available. 

We have listened to the feedback of the attendees and are already planning on tweaking 

some things for next year.  I personally have reached out to a few first timers and I am 

thrilled by the comments they’ve made.  Kevin Dean, is the Dean of Health & Public Safety 

at Western Technical College in La Crosse, WI and he had this to say about the conference: 

It was my first time attending the NN2 conference and I can honestly say that I am 

glad that I did as the combination of applicable presentations, networking with other 

healthcare deans and industry vendors was a trifecta that is hard to get through 

other national organizations and conferences. I was able to return to my college 

with actionable ideas and material that I am looking forward to explore and I will be 

attendance again next year 

Kim German is the Dean of Health Sciences at Wallace State Community College in   

Hanceville, AL and she stated: 

As a first time attendee I enjoyed the conference with topics that were relevant to 

my daily work. It was a pleasure to interact with professionals that face both the 

challenges and rewards of educating the next generation of health professionals.  It 

was so nice to meet you and hopefully I’ll be able to attend next year! 

Next up, in the AACC Workforce Commission Meeting in mid-November in Washington, DC.  

I plan to attend and represent NN2 at the table and bring back information that is relevant to 
our organization.  We will be sending out our membership renewal later this year for calen-

dar year 2020, so watch for that information.  Thank you for the privilege of serving YOU, 
our membership. 
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Dr. Anne LoochtanDr. 

Dr. Gregory Ferenchak 

Dr. Kristen Finnel 

Farewell 

Hail & Farewell 

The Annual Business Meeting which is held during the Annual Conference includes the chang-
ing of the Board of Directors. This year three members of the Board completed their term: Dr. 
Gregory Ferenchak, Dr. Kristen Finnel, and Dr. Anne Loochtan. They were instrumental in car-
rying on the work of NN2 and encouraging their professional colleagues to become active 
members of NN2. The Board wants to thank them for their leadership and support as fellow 
Board members and wish them well. 

The 2019-2020 Board will include a newly elected Member-at-large, Mr. Kenneth Wilson. 
Kenny has been an NN2 member since 2012 has been anxious to become more active with our 
organization. He is the Associate Dean of the School of Science and Health at Jefferson College 
in Hillsboro, Missouri. He will bring many talents to the Board so we look forward to working 
closely with him. 

The new Board has a familiar face but in a different role. Mr. Don Martin will continue on the 
Board but will now serve as the Treasurer. We appreciate his work as Secretary and most im-
portantly his willingness to serve as Treasurer for our organization. Don is the Dean of Health 
Occupations at El Centro College in Dallas, Texas. 

Dr. Teddy Farias enjoyed the work on the Board so much that he ran for another term as a 
member-at-large. Teddy strengthens our Board with his experience and enthusiasm. He is Dean 
of Health and Natural Sciences at San Jacinto College in Houston, Texas. Because the position 
of Secretary was vacated by Don Martin, Teddy has been appointed Secretary. 

The remaining members of the 2019-2020 Board include Dr. Susan Schumann Hunter,  
Mr. Angel Pepin, Dr. Diane Roose, and Dr. Diane Osterhaus Neefe. 
 

2019 2020 Board Members 
 
 

President   Past-President President-Elect  Treasurer  Secretary 
Diane Neefe                          Don Martin   Teddy Farias 
 

At-Large 
Susan Schumann Hunter, Angel Pepin, Diane Roose, Kenny Wilson , Wendy Barnhardt     
  
 
       See Biographies and Pictures of new Board Members on page 3.          
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Wendy Barnhardt  

Dean of Health and Education Programs at Rowan-Cabarrus CommunityCol-
lege in Salisbury, NC where she leads multiple health programs as well as Ear-
ly Childhood Education.  

Under her, leadership programs have received notoriety for cooperation, col-
laboration, and collegiality. She has led the development of 3 new programs at 
the college and enrollment in her area has more than doubled during her ten-
ure. She is an advocate for all health professionals and promotes quality 
healthcare with an emphasis on prevention and wellness.  

She earned her Doctorate of Education from Wingate University.   

Wendy has over 15 years of experience in healthcare, education and leader-
ship. She has worked in healthcare for over 35 years. Wendy desired to  be a 
member of the NN2 Board. Her goal(s) while on the board is to strengthen the 
network of NN2 leaders and gain additional resources for the efforts to promote 
innovation, collaboration, and communication among two-year colleges spon-
soring health career programs. 

 

Please watch for the Biography and Picture of other new Board Member, Kenneth Wilson in the Winter Newsletter. 

                                                                    NN2 Honors Members 

 

 

Continuing Board Members Information 

 

At the 2019 Annual meeting in Kissimmee, the NN2 Board honored two 
long-time members.  Anne Loochtan was awarded the Janell Lang Lead-
ership Award for her both her long-time membership in NN2 and her tire-
less leadership for the organization.  Anne has been a member of NN2 for 
22 years.  Anne joined the NN2 Board in 1998 as Member-at-Large and 
was re-elected to that role in 2000.  In 2002 she was elected Secretary and 
remained in that role until 2006.  In 2006, she became President-Elect, 
and in 2008 became President.  She then served as a Member-at-Large 
from 2010-2015 and was elected as Treasurer from 2015-2019.  We believe 
Anne is the only individual to have served in all roles on the Board.  In 
addition to these roles as Board member, Anne has served NN2 as a repre-
sentative to CoARC and CAAHEP.   
 

Sondra Flemming was awarded the Lifetime Membership Award.  Sondra 

has been a driving force behind the foundational structure and growth of 

NN2.  Sondra not only was one of the visionary leaders of the is organiza-

tion, but was instrumental in leading or members in navigating the rough 

waters of degree creep, professional development, national recognition.  

Sondra assisted in securing federal grants to initiate and grow a national 

movement around career pathways, and provided a way for members to 

stay relevant.  Sondra has remained active in NN2 while advancing in her 

own professional career and representing the health professions nationally 

in a positive and proactive way.  In addition, she remains a strong advo-

cate for two-year programs and believes in the leadership of community 

colleges in driving the healthcare sector. 
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Individual Membership  -  Open to anyone interested in participating in the National Network. All individual 
members have voting rights and are the mainstay of the organization’s grass roots efforts.  
  
Individual membership is $90 per calendar year. 
 
Institutional Membership - Open to colleges and universities with certificate and two-year health programs. 
Your Institution may register up to 10 names in this membership category. You must declare which will  
represent your Institution as the “voting member”. 
 
Institutional membership is $250 per calendar year. 
 
Professional Associations/Organizations - Open to professional associations with an interest in two-year 
college health education.  
 
Professional Associations/Organizations membership is $525 per calendar year       
 

Friendly Reminder... 
We have a new website!!  

Check out the new NN2 Website at NN2Strong.com 

Find information on: 

 Membership 

 Archived Newsletters 

 2018 Conference Presentations 

 2019 Conference Information 

 Board Members 

 

If you cannot find the answer you are looking for, contact Tonya Zielich. 

tmzieich@mail.mccneb.edu 

 

Membership is based on the calendar year model. There is also reduced rates 

to the Annual National NN2 Conference for Members! 

We encourage submissions to the 

NN2 newsletter related to health ca-

reer education and training.  Articles 

may be submitted to:                        

tmzielich@mail.mccneb.edu 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/nn2strong.com
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Kissimmee, Florida NN2 National Conference 2019 

has come to an end!! 

Watch the NN2 website and the Winter 

Newsletter for pics from the 2019 NN2 

National Conference!  

 

We will be returning to Kissimmee for the 
2020 National Conference. 

Information will be shared via email, 
newsletters, and website. 

 


